Chapter I
A COLLEGE IN THE STATES
"* The Plan of Studies bids us take into account, on the one hand, the general
standard of education and instruction in the children's surroundings, and on the
other, the degree of development of which the children themselves are capable."1
IF the worth of a principle may be judged in its application,
the value of a tradition can be measured by its power of
adaptation, a living tradition manifesting itself by growth
and development, by ready adaptability together with abiding
identity, by absence of pettiness side by side with adherence
to principle. Thus, a tradition may often gain by being
transplanted, different circumstances calling out a greater
complexity in the organisation, and a correspondingly
richer, fuller, life.
In the third part of this book, an attempt will be made
to show some developments of the educational activity of
the Society of the Sacred Heart. An exhaustive study
would involve a survey of scholastic kws all over the world,
and would hardly be of worth unless monumental,8 More-
over, the great disadvantage of such a compilation would
be found in the ever-changing conditions of the school
world, which is, also, so intimately bound up with the shifting
world of politics that what exists to-day may be swept
aside to-morrow. When one considers that within the last
fifteen years the Society of the Sacred Heart has lost,
through earthquake, a well-equipped school in Japan,
through incendiarism a century-old Spanish convent,
through State robbery more than one Mexican house, one
realises, on the one hand, how fleeting and unreliable are
1  Plan of Studies, 192.2 edition, p* n.
2  Mile Arato has made a study of secondary education of girls in many European
countries in her book, UEttsfigntment secondaire &$ jtams Ffiles en Europe^ but this
must necessarily be incomplete on account of its brevity*